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ANNUS MIRABILIS! 


This is to be Pi Kappa Delta’s great year. From every one of the 
chapter letters it is evident that oratory and debate have taken a new 
lease of life. The way in which Pi Kappa Delta withstood the strain 
imposed by war conditions is a most encouraging evidence of the vitality 
and solid worth of the organization. Everywhere extensive forensic pro 
grams are being entered upon with great enthusiasm. The climax of the 
year, naturally, will be the Third Biennial Convention, to be held March 
80, and 31, and April 1, at Sioux City with the Iowa Delta chapter at 
Morningside College as the hosts. No previous convention has called 
forth so much interest. California Alpha is planning to be there; and 
inasmuch as California Alpha, four strong, has been at the other two 
conventions, we may rest assured that they will come again. What an 
example to the rest of us! This is the California enthusiasm of which 
we have heard so much. If a debate team with its coach can cross the 
continent to attend these conventions, what possible excuse can any other 
chapter offer for not having at least one representative at Sioux City? 

How can we do it? In the first place, plan the trip far enough 
ahead. Your plans should be well under way now. There are two prin- 
cipal means being employed by the chapters. The one is to arrange a 
debate trip to and from the Convention; the other is either to give a 
play at home or to bring some attraction to the college town and to use 
the proceeds for sending as many representatives as possible. 


THE CONVENTION 


The meeting will be of unusual interest. It is practically certain that 
we shall have a great oratorical contest. There will be one debate, per- 
haps more than one. There will be the banquet. A number of changes 
in the Constitution have been suggested. Policies for the changing times 
will be worked out. Now is the time to make your plans. If you have 
not communicated with National Secretary Marsh at Sioux City, do so 
at once. 
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MISSIONARY WORK 


How about it? How many new chapters have you secured since your 
installation? Would it not be a most inspiring feature of the Conven- 
tion to have each chapter there announce that through its efforts at least 
one new chapter had been added? If Pi Kappa Delta is worth what we 
believe it is, ought we not to do all in our power to spread the organization 
and its ideals? 


WHAT MORNINGSIDE THINKS OF OUR NATIONAL SECRETARY 
(Collegian Reporter, October 17, 1919) 


The 1921 Sioux has been dedicated to Prof. Charles A. Marsh, head 
of the department of public speaking. He was unanimously selected at 
a Junior class meeting Tuesday. Professor Marsh is a man whom all 
respect and admire for what he has done for Morningside College. ‘He 
has been on the job years and years,’ one Junior said, ‘‘and during all 
that time has been a friend to everyone.”’ 


NOTE WELL! 


We have on our desk as Exchanges: the Illinois Wesleyan Argus, the 
Southwestern Collegian, The University of Redlands Campus, the Morning- 
side Collegian Reporter, The Colorado State Teachers’ College Crucible, 
the Ottawa Campus, the Oklahoma A. and M. Orange and Black, 
and the Kansas State Collegian. We should have every paper or maga- 
zine published by institutions where we have a chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. 
If we did, we should be much better able to keep in touch with forensic 
activities throughout the organization and our ‘national’ sense would 
be greatly strengthened. We have been promised many more exchanges 
than the above, but they do not seem to come. 

Will you not see that your chapter of Pi Kappa Delta sends the paper 
or magazine of its institution to the editor of the Forensic? 


A MESSAGE FROM CHAS. A. MARSH, NATIONAL SECRETARY 


All aboard for Sioux City. The next National Convention of Pi 
Kappa Delta will be held at Morningside College, Sioux City, lowa, March 
30 and 31, and April 1, 1920. Preparations are already well under way 
to make this the biggest and best convention yet held. 

Several chapters are planning to follow the example set by Redlands 
two years ago and schedule one or more debates en route, and thus be 
represented at the convention by at least three members. Redlands is 
coming again in 1920. They have to travel twice the distance of any 
other chapter, and so it is hoped that no chapter will fail to be represented 
in the convention. 

Acting upon the suggestion that the chapters agree upon a single 
question for debate, thus making it easier to schedule contests, the 
National Secretary sent out a letter early in October asking each chapter 
to submit a question. Nine chapters responded, and the nine propositions 
were then sent back to the chapters for a vote upon them. It is hoped 
that the replies will be in early enough to announce the question which 
has been selected in this issue of the Forensic. 

It has been suggested that we hold an oratorical contest as a special 
feature of the convention. Splendid idea! Why can not every chapter 
be represented by an orator? Suitable prizes would be offered. It is 
hoped that the several chapters will take this matter up at once and 
signify their intention to enter an orator) 

From the interest which is already being manifested, it is certain 
that the 1920 convention is going to be a big success. It is hoped that 
every local chapter will be represented. Make your plans now if you have 
not already done so. 
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HOW WE DID IT 


Sebert Ray Nichols, National Vice President 


How did the Redlands Chapter manage to get delegates to the first 
two national conventions of Pi Kappa Delta? President Macarthur has 
asked me to answer this question in the hope that the answer may en- 
courage other chapters to make the greater efforts to send delegates—so 
here goes. 

In 1916, a short time preceding the first national convention, the 
writer conceived the idea of sending a debating team East. It was nec- 
essary to have a convention to get Pi Kappa Delta thoroughly united 
and the writer was in the position of responsibility. It was up to him. 
Debates were scheduled with the University of New Mexico and with 
Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas. Washburn College offered to 
entertain the convention so we figured that we could get to the debates 
and the convention if we could raise the money. New Mexico and South- 
western contributed seventy-five dollars between them. We needed three 
hundred dollars—a hundred dollars for each man—in order to make the 
trip, as each debater agreed to pay his own expenses above that amount. 

We resorted to a play, generated and piloted by the local chapter 
of Pi Kappa Delta and the debate coach, to get the necessary money. 
The University had never previously staged a play at the Wyatt Theatre, 
but had some reputation for musical plays and operas. The production 
cost us money and very few students would sell tickets for us. The 
Cassandras all prophesied disaster and deficit. An 
in ticket selling on the part of the cast itself put us over with about 
eighty dollars net when expenses were all paid. In three weeks time we 
were due for the first debate—all arrangements were made—the conven 
tion was all planned. We sat up nights and worried—we had a hundred 
and fifty-five dollars—we needed one hundred and forty-five more. 

A Good Samaritan came by in the person of Wm. C. Guerth who 
runs a white man’s jewelry store down town. He had seen our play, 
pronounced our effort worthy and our support from the people a disgrace. 
He subscribed five dollars to head a list and went to the business men of 
Redlands asking each one for a dollar. He refused to accept more. He 
said a one dollar subscription would do it. It did, after he had spent 
several days on the campaign and the Redlands Facts and Review had 
given unlimited publicity. We borrowed a small sum from our regular 
allotment of student money and made the trip. It cost each of us about 
twenty dollars in addition to the money furnished. 

We had less than three weeks to prepare for our first debate when 
we awoke from our state of coma after the failure of the play, and 
upon Mr. Guerth’s insistence went to work on our constructive argument. 
That experience taught us a lot. When the next year came round we got 
the play launched again intending to bank our money and save it for 
the following year which was convention year. The student body took 
over our play the second year on the recommendation of the faculty and 
the proceeds were to be divided equally between athletics and forensics. 
The coach was paid for his services on condition that he donate the money 
he made to the next debate trip. On this arrangement we made a hundred 
and twenty-five dollars not counting the athletic share. Our play drew 
much better support. The next year we duplicated this amount on the 
annual play. 

We had then two hundred and fifty dollars toward the necessary 
four hundred needed to take the coach and three debaters. We were 
unsuccessful in getting debates as it was a war year. Ottawa gave us 
twenty-five dollars for a debate. As they did not expect to make a trip 
out here to get their money back, this was all we could expect. We still 
had to raise a hundred and twenty-five dollars. We had considerable 
money in our treasury from the student body funds, but it has not been 
our policy to take any more of these funds for the eastern trip than 
is absolutely necessary. 


eleventh hour rally 
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A second Good Samaritan appeared. Mr. N. Daniels, a good Uni- 
versity of Redlands booster among our business men, gave us a Saturday 
at his store. We furnished clerks and sold trade tickets at one dollar 
each and he gave us ten per cent on the day’s sales. We made about 
forty-five or fifty dollars in this way. The other seventy-five came from 
our regular funds. On this second trip each man furnished about thirty 
dollars of his own money. 

This year we want to get to the convention. Morningside has kindly 
challenged us to a debate at the time of the convention, and by the way 
this challenge has stood two years. The §S. A. T. C. confusion last year 
knocked us out of the annual play. We have no money toward the four 
hundred dollars needed except what we saved from our funds last year 
and what we can spare from the funds this year over and above our 
regular expenses. 

How are we going to get to the convention? When we get there we'll 
tell you exactly how we did it. If we never get there—sing a requiem 
and remember we died fighting. 


ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS 


If you want to get to the convention with your debaters and orators: 

Try the play plan. 

Try the ten per cent sales day plan if you can find the merchant. 

Put on a minstrel or vaudeville at one of the picture houses in con- 
nection with a film on an agreement with the house for dividing 
proceeds. 

A subscription may be in order (Redlands does not recommend it. 
We think it better to earn your own money.) 

Make a good financial bargain in your debate contract with some 
college which is on your way to the convention. 

Try a carnival and vaudeville or minstrel combined on your college 
campus. 

Se} edule a lecture course of readers and musical numbers if your 
town can stand it. Add an evening of one act plays to the 
course if you can produce it without too much expense. 

Sell candy, ice cream and refreshments at the college games if you 
can get the right. 

Luck to you all. 





KANSAS ALPHA CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER LETTERS 


KANSAS ALPHA 


I am very glad to send to you the names of the officers and members 
of the Ottawa chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. The following are officers: 

Robert Lynn, President 

Guy Wimmer, Vice President 

Evalena Price, Secretary-Treasurer. 

The other members in school at the present are: 

Dorothy Stratton 

Ed Jones. 

The Honorary members are: 

“dna Umstot (teacher in Academy) 

Professor Ritchie. 

As you see, our chapter is small to begin the new year but O. U. 
has a great spirit for forensics and I am sure it will soon be greatly 
replenished. 

Have you received the picture and the Campus which we sent on 
to you, immediately upon your request? 

I am writing Mr. Marsh at Sioux City concerning a chain of debates 
with colleges on the way to the convention next spring. We hope to be 
able to have a team represent O. U. there. 

With best regards from the Ottawa chapter, 

Evalena Price, Secretary. 


IOWA ALPHA 


From: lIowa Alpha, lowa Wesleyan College. 
To: National Order Pi Kappa Delta. 

Iowa Alpha Chapter of Pi Kappa Delta has prospects of a good 
record in debating and oratory this year. Of the six men on the two 
debating teams of last year, five are back in school again this fall; and 
with the several other debaters in school, lowa Alpha ought to put out 
winning teams. Negotiations are being made at present to arrange 
a triangular debate in the near future. Two or three other debates 
will probably be scheduled. 

Recently, R. Karl Ellis, Pi Kappa Delta, won the Harlan Oratorical 
Contest, which determines who shall represent at the tryouts for the 
State Meet. 

Greetings are heartily extended to all chapters of Pi Kappa Delta, 
and also we wish for the National Order unprecedented success. 

Fraternally yours, 
Roscoe Eliason, 
President lowa Alpha. 


KANSAS BETA n 


I am sending you the cut of our last year’s chapter of Pi Kappa 
Delta. I have inclosed with the cut the list of names of those in the 
picture. You will notice that the pictures of several of our active 
members did not appear in the picture in the Annual. 

I spoke to the editor of our College paper about exchanging it for 
the Forensic. He has not yet decided whether he wishes to exchange our 
weekly paper for a magazine which is not issued every month. I think, 
however, that the matter can be arranged. 

We are to have a meeting this week to discuss plans for the Sioux 
City Convention. We should like to have several Washburn members 
attend it. 

The Officers of our chapter for this coming year are ag follows: 
President, Carl Byers; Vice President, Johnny Shumate; Secretary and 
freasurer, Geneva Seybold. 

Other members in school this year are: Hazel Kesler, Lyman King, 
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Dewey Hutchinson, Lester Posvar, Elsie Saville, Leo Becker, George M. 
Ashford, Kelsey B. Gardner, Myrl Becker, Burton Gifford Wasser, Ken- 
neth Hobbs, Ray Lawless, Elwin Shoup, and Prof. E. D. Schoenberger. 
Our prospects here are for a very successful year. 
Yours sincerely, 
Geneva Seybold. 


WISCONSIN ALPHA 


After the dull season of the past year the Ripon College chapter is 
again active and eager to meet the brighter prospects of the coming 
winter. 

Only four members are now at college. These met on October 1, 
and elected the following officers: 

Paul G. Rodewald, President; 
Clarence E. Rinehard, Vice President; 
Bruno E. Jacob, Secretary-Treasurer. 

The prospects for the year are bright indeed. Three experienced men 
are back on the platform, and eight new men are taking the course in 
debating in preparation for the contest to secure a place on the team. 
Since each of these has a splendid record in high school debating it is 
likely that competition will be close and choosing difficult. 

Last year, on account of the unsettled conditions, we could schedule 
only one debate, a triangular. This year it is the intention of the 
Chapter to make good that loss by securing a well-filled program. In 
addition the Department of Public Speaking is planning to develop a 
Freshman debating team to compete with similar teams from other 
colleges. 

The customary oratorical contests were not held in Wisconsin last 
year, so no work was accomplished in that field. But with the resumption 
of that activity this year the study and practice of oratory will again 
be taken up at Ripon College. 

With oratory and debate again flourishing we hope to have a much 
larger and stronger Chapter before the end of the present school year. 

Respectfully, 
Bruno E. Jacob. 





ALBERT F. GILMAN 
Representing Illinois Alpha in Old Line Contest November & 


ILLINOIS ALPHA ; 


About ten days ago I received from you a communication pertaining 
to Pi Kappa Delta. It has been impossible for me to give a reply prior 
to this date. 

Taking up your items, first let me say that Pi Kappa Delta has no 
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cut of the picture that was taken last year, as such was not in the College 
Annual. A picture could be sent you but possibly the Forensic would 
not desire to stand the expense of having a cut made. 

I will see that our College paper is sent to you. 

Thirdly, we will talk the matter over and see if we can’t send a 
delegate at least to our Convention at Sioux City next spring. 

Fourthly, our officers for the present year are as follows: 

Harry Evans, President; Wm. Chamberlain, Vice President; Russell 
Shearer, Secretary-Treasurer; and P. C. Somerville, Corresponding Secre- 
tary. Our other members are Albert F. Gilman, Frank Fagerburg, Ray- 
mond Newell, Paul J. Snyder, and James Murphy. 

Albert F. Gilman represents Illinois Wesleyan in the Old Line State 
Oratorical Contest which occurs on the first Friday night in November. 

Yours Fraternally, 
P. C. Somerville. 





KANSAS GAMMA CHAPTER 


KANSAS GAMMA 


The Kansas Gamma chapter of Pi Kappa Delta starts this year with 
fourteen members. We expect a marked increase in our roll by the 
end of the year. The college has the largest enrollment in the history 
of the sehool. More enthusiasm is displayed in all lines of activity than 
in any previous year. The men who are back from the Army together 
with our large freshman class give promise for a great year for K. S. A. C. 

We have eight literary societies each with its own meeting hall. 
The interest in literary work is indicated by the large number of students 
now in these societies and by the many others who are asking to 
become members. Our debaters and orators receive their preliminary 
training in these societies. 

The men are taking a keen interest and are working hard on the 
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debates for this year. The Ames debate has been postponed until April 
2nd so that the members on that team may attend the Convention of Pi 
Kappa Delta at Sioux City. We shall again hold our pentangular debate 
with Washburn, Ottawa, Baker, and the College of Emporia. 
We are glad to welcome as associate members of Kansas Gamma 
Dr. J. G. Emerson of the department of Public Speaking and Professor 
O. H. Burns, Coach of Debate, both of whom are members of Delta Sigma 
Rho and who under the terms of agreement with that organization are 
eligible to membership in Pi Kappa Delta. 
Fraternally yours, 
Ward Fetro, President. 


CALIFORNIA ALPHA 


The Redlands Chapter had a good year in 1918-19 despite the 


unusual conditions that obtained in the colleges the country over. After 
the abandonment of the S. A. T. C. plan we settled down to business 
and had several debates and oratorical contests. We won four of our 


six debates and took second in the regular intercollegiate oratorical and 
first in the Japanese-American oratorical. 

We closed the year with a banquet at Olive Hotel turning the 
occasion into a rally for the next year’s debates and for our biennial 
Eastern debate trip. 

We lost three debaters in the Senior class, one of whom was an 


Eastern trip and Special Distinction man However, the Army returned 
two of our strong men to us and we are hoping to see them in action 
when we meet Occidental in December. We have a strong aggregation 


bound for Morningside and we invite you all to be present and see us 
go after Secretary Marsh’s best. The Redlands’ Bulldog is already growl- 
ing in anticipation. 

Our debate schedule for the coming year is as follows: 
Redlands vs Occidental—dual meet December, 1919 
Redlands Freshmen and Sophomores vs Riverside Junior 

dual 1920. 
Redlands vs Whittier Annual Cup Debate May, 1920. 
Redlands vs U. of Arizona at Redlands 1920. 

In addition we plan to meet Throop College, La Verne College, 
Stanford University or some other college on our trip East. 

We had a pleasant experience last spring at Commencement time. 
President Macarthur, who was then on a western trip, dropped in on 
us for a short visit at the time of our annual Zanja Fiesta. This is an 
opera or musical festival. Being a musician, Dr. Macarthur enjoyed seeing 
the annual musical play and was greatly pleased to see Pi Kappa Delta 
people in the leading roles. He seemed to think the Redlands Bulldogs 
had ‘‘pep’’ and some ability. We needn’t add how greatly 
were to gain his commendation. 


College 


and 


pleased we 


Horace §. Cushing, Cor. Sec. 


COLORADO ALPHA 


We are planning to have a bunch back at that Convention if we 
can get a question selected so that we can push it for our other debates. 
We can’t work up two questions. We have been trying to schedule some 
debates back in that part of the country and again are handicapped by 
not having the question or knowing the exact dates for the Convention 

Our chapter here is beginning to cast off the robes of slumber 
Our president is Kenneth Chalmers; our secretary, Ruth Lovett. We have 
eight student members, two of the order of instruction, and two honorary 
members. We plan to make this the biggest year in debating that C. 
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A. C. has ever had, largely by means of P. K. D. which will mean that it 
will also be P. K. D.’s large year. 

What can we do here to further the National Convention? We hope 
to be there and help put the institution on the map when we do get 
there. 

Fraternally yours, 
Alfred Westfall. 


IOWA GAMMA 


(See News Notes) 


KANSAS DELTA 


Your letter of recent date at hand. I am sending under separate 
cover the cut of our chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. 
The president for this year is Paul Holmes. The secretary-treasurer 





PAUL HOLMES 
President Kansas Delta 


is Irma Thomas. There have been former members returned to the 
institution. I have handed in your address to the Exchange editor of 
our college paper and you slould receive it. 
Fraternally yours, 
Irma L. Thomas, Sec. 


ILLINOIS BETA 
Your letter concerning the activity of Pi Kappa Delta came to me 


last week. I have been withholding the answer until I had some definite 
news to offer you. I think that President Pritchard sent our cut to you 
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last spring. We are fortunate in having in school this year all our old 
teams back. The membership consists of 

Miss Norma Brown 

Mr. Gaines Cook 

Mr. Carl Wilhelm (Treasurer) 

Mr. Roy Ross 

Mr. Harry Ruckteschel (Secretary ) 

Prof. J. E. Smith 

Mr. Russell Thomas (President) 

We are planning increased activity in debate this year as there is 
much new material in school that we want to interest in debate. At 
present aside from our regular tri-angular with Wesleyan and James 
Milliken Universities, we are planning a dual meet with Bradley Polytech- 


nic Institute and also a debate with the undergraduate school at the 





KANSAS DELTA CHAPTER 
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University of Illinois. Our chapter has appointed a committee to get in 
touch with several other colleges in the state and interest them in Pi 
Kappa Delta. 
Mr. Carl Wilhelm will represent the school in the state oratorical 
contest this year. We are looking forward to a great year. 
Sincerely yours, 
Russell B. Thomas, President. 


SOUTH DAKOTA ALPHA 


Our school opened October first. The debate and oratorical coach 
is W. H. Veatch who comes to us from the faculty of the University of 
Wisconsin. He was formerly debate coach in the University of Utah. 

The prospects for the coming year are very good. None of our 
last year’s men have graduated and all are back in school. In addition, 
Guy Brown, Ralph Dunbar, Leslie Fisler, Leon McCarty, and Ray Spear, 
all old members, have returned after a year out while in the army. 

We plan to send one or two members to the Sioux City Convention 
and are making plans to debate any team that happens to come there, 
provided we can bring them to Mitchell. 

Our teams will be made up of men experienced in debating as some 
of those with previous experience did not debate last year. 

Our officers for the coming year are: Herbert Emery, president; 
Rose Strong, vice president; and Louis Todnem, secretary-treasurer. 

On October 11, our state forensic convention was held at Yankton 
College and debates and oratorical contest arranged for. There will be 
a pentangular debate between South Dakota State College, and Yankton, 
in February, on the proposition: Resolved that the United States Gov- 
ernment should recognize the Soviet Republic of Russia. 

Yours fraternally, 
Herbert M. Emery. 





PROFESSOR C. C. HARBISON 
Debate Coach, Fairmount College 
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KANSAS EPSILON 


The Kansas Epsilon chapter of Pi Kappa Delta is beginning the 
new school year with a membership of six strong supporters. Two ser- 
vice men have returned to finish their school work this year, thus adding 
materially to our prospects along forensic lines. A good debating schedule 
has been arranged with the colleges of southern Kansas, due to the 
activities of our coach, Professor C. C. Harbison, and a good showing 





KANSAS EPSILON CHAPTER 


of material has reported for debating work. Together with the former 
debaters they will give Fairmount several strong teams. Our interest 
in oratory has not slackened—in fact, it has increased, both in the men’s 
and in the women’s contests. 

I am enclosing a cut of Professor Harbison and one of the 1919 
chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. I hope these will not be too late for the 
copy of The Forensic. We will send another chapter letter soon telling 
more of our activities. 

With best wishes for all the members of Pi Kappa Delta. 

Fraternally, 
Kansas Epsilon Chapter, Fairmount College, 
Ruth M. Coe, President. 


OKLAHOMA ALPHA 
The delay in answering your first letter was occasioned by my at- 


tempting to find the address of two of our graduates. I have not found 
out yet. As soon as I do I will let you know. Mr. E. Ray Skinner is 
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teaching this winter at Sand Springs, Okla. I will locate Mr. Williams 
and Mr. Martin in the near future. 

Only one Pi Kappa Delta has returned to us from the war—Lieu- 
tenant Earl French, orator and debater. This is his senior year. Mr. 
Leo Wertz was eligible for initiation two years ago but he went away 
before we ‘‘got him.’’ He is with us again and will become a Pi Kappa 
Delta this spring when we initiate other candidates which we hope 
to have. 

Do not know about the national convention yet. It is a little doubt- 
ful whether we will be represented. There will be no debaters there, 
of that I am sure. 

Our vice president is Dr. Ira Jones, secretary treasurer, Prof. W. 
R. Rockey, and president, 

Yours very truly, 
J. R. Pelsua, 


KANSAS ZETA 


The K. S. N. Chapter of Pi Kappa Delta starts with a good number 
of old men back. The membership at present in school is five. K. S. N. 
will center its interests in debate this year, with probably some local 
contests in extemporaneous speaking. The school this year presents Pi 
Kappa Delta keys to the incoming members and in addition to four 
former members who are without them. No plans have as yet been made 
for the national convention but K. S. N. will not fail to be represented 
there. 

Very truly yours, 
F. L. Gilson (Sponsor). 


IOWA DELTA 


Your letter of recent date to Professor Marsh of Morningside Col- 
lege, asking for certain information in regard to our local chapter of the 
Pi Kappa lelta, was duly handed to me. 

We are very sorry indeed that we are unable to provide you with 
a cut of our last year’s membership since this did not appear in our 
Junior annual of last year. 

I have presented the matter of exchanging the Forensie for our 
college paper to Mr. Earl Stouffer, the editor, as per request. He has 
kindly consented to the exchange. 

The present official force of our local chapter is, Miss Ada Carter, 
President; Leon Hickman, Vice President; and Jacob H. Trefz, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

We are very glad to have with us again this year, Miss Lucile 
Twogood, a former member of our women’s Quadrangular Intercollegiate 
debating team; also Ralph H. Long, a former member of our intercollegiate 
debating team. 

We are looking forward to the greatest year in forensics Morningside 
has ever had. 

With best wishes for success, 

Fraternally yours, 
J. H. Trefz, 
Local Secretary of the Pi Kappa Delta. 


SOUTH DAKOTA BETA 


I now send you an article out of our last issue of the college paper. 
In this article I wrote concerning the general outlook for debate. You 
may add to that that we are planning to have a Freshmen Boys’ and 
Freshmen Girls’ debate with Brookings this year. This will be some- 
thing new for our college and we are very anxious to put it across. 

We have again entered into a Pentangular debate with Mitchell 
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Yankton, Sioux Falls, and Brookings. We will debate Brookings at Huron 
and Sioux Falls at Sioux Falls. We also have arranged for a triangular 
debate for the girls. And also a triangular debate for the academy. 
After our pentangular debate is over we are expecting to arrange for a 
dual debate with Jamestown college of Jamestown, North Dakota. What 
in general is your program for this school year? Forensics have taken a 
great boost in Huron. 

The Pi Kappa Delta members that graduated last year are as fol- 
lows: Prof. J. Edwin Pasek, Britton, South Dakota, and Emil Utter- 
bach, Ithaca, N. Y., cjo Cornell University. I will take the matter up 
with our Editor and arrange to exchange papers with you. And now in 
regard to the convention I must say that so far we have not made any 
definite plans but we will see that we are represented there. Under 
separate cover, I am sending you a cut of last year’s chapter. 

Fraternally yours, 
Edward E. Hager. 


COLORADO BETA 


In reply to your letter asking for a cut of our last year’s chapter of 
Pi Kappa Delta, I regret to say that we had no picture taken, but we 
will write a letter anyway. 

The list of Pi Kappa Delta members in school includes the following: 
President, Grace L. Gordon; Vice-President, Frank L. Wright; Secretary 
and Treasurer, G. W. Finley; Active members, Helen Bates and Grace 
L. Gordon. 

Graduation has taken a number of our members, leaving us with 
only two active members to begin the year. However, we are planning 
for a big year in debating and by next spring we hope to leave a number 
of active members in the lower classes for the next year. 

We are already busy with plans to raise the money to send a 
delegation to the convention at Sioux City next spring. We are very 
interested in the convention and we want “to help make it a success.” 

Our college paper, the ‘“‘Crucible,’’ is not issued until the last of 
each month, beginning October, and we shall be glad to send it to you 
each month. 

We are planning to send an orator to the convention and would 
like to know more about the contest, the terms, restrictions, and so 
forth. If you could supply us with this information, we would appreciate 
it very much. 

Yours fraternally, 
Grace Gordon, 
President Pi Kappa Delta. 


MICHIGAN ALPHA 


The War and graduation so depleted our ranks that we decided that 
we would hold our elections just before the opening of 1919-20. At this 
time we intend to hold our banquet, award medals and keys for last year’s 
work, make Dr. Stetson an honorary member of Pi Kappa Delta, bring 
several new members into the chapter and hold our elections, 

This year will see Kalamazoo represented at Sioux City. We have in- 
formed Mr. Marsh of our intentions; and if he is able to help us in the 
way of scheduling debates en route, we shall have little difficulty in ar- 
ranging the trip. We have secured a debate with Franklin College at 
Franklin, Indiana, a debate which may become a permanent thing. A de- 
bate for the young women is being seriously considered. Professor Foth's 
time is nearly all taken up by his classes this year, and Professor Simpson 
is a newcomer so must devote himself quite largely to adjusting himself 
in his new environment. We are very fortunate in having Professor Simp- 
son as a coach. He comes with a brilliant record as debating coach and 
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as a speaker himself. He is only waiting until he can go into the debating 
and oratory full force. 

I am unable to send you any of our cuts at this time as we are about 
to use them in several writings in our local papers and the Index; but if 
you eould use them later, I shall be very glad to send them to you. I am 
sorry that you have not been receiving the Index as I had spoken to the 
managing editor concerning this. 

Very sincerely yours, 
H. L. CARPENTER. 





MISSOURI ALPHA CHAPTER 


MISSOURI ALPHA 


Westminister College, 
Fulton, Missouri, 
October 17, 1919. 

Our prospects are very bright. Most of the members of last year’s 
chapter are back in college, and several debaters with high school reputa- 
tions are in our Freshman class. We have contracts for three debates with 
Missouri colleges and are hoping to send a delegation to the Convention at 
Sioux City. To this end I am trying to arrange a six day debating trip. We 
hope to bring a concert company to Fulton for a program, the proceeds of 
which will be used for this trip. I am sending Secretary Marsh a list of 
questions for debate. 

Very sincerely, 
FRANK L. McCLUER. 


IOWA EPSILON 


Iowa Epsilon chapter closed the year of 1918-1919 by initiating eleven 
new members into the order. Follc ving the initiation ceremony a banquet 
was served to about thirty members and guests. A good program of 
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toasts was enjoyed and officers were elected for the coming year. The fol 
lowing are the members who were initiated: 

Vera Arnold, Order of Debate, 

Roscoe Cartwright, Proficiency in Debate, 

Margaret Conrad, Order of Debate, 

Floyd Miller, Order of Debate, 

John Noble, Order of Debate, 

Fern Shannon, Order of Debate, 

Kenneth Stratton, Order of Debate, 

Edith Whitaker, Order of Debate, 

Ruth Shipman, Order of Oratory, 

Prof. Benjamin D. Scott was made an honorary member. 

Nearly all of these initiates and a good many of the old members are 
in school again this year. We are looking forward to a successful year in 
forensics and can thank Pi Kappa Delta for our enthusiasm. 

Fraternally yours, 
GLADYS CLEMENTS, 
Sec. Iowa Epsilon Chapter. 


SOUTH DAKOTA GAMMA 


I am afraid that this letter will fail to reach you in the allotted time, 
however, I shall take a chance and get it off now. 1am sorry not to have 
been able to locate any cuts. My search for them is the cause for the 
delay in answering your letter. 

We shall be sorry if some word from Yankton Pi Kappa Delta does 
not get in this issue of The Forensic for we are coming along fine this year. 
At present we are negotiating with the Colorado Aggies for a debate about 
the time of the Convention. We plan also to be well represented at this 
year’s convention and are looking forward to the time with spirit. 

I have arranged for an exchange between our college paper, The Stu- 
dent, and The Forensic, and you should receive this week’s issue. Should 
I locate any cuts, I shall send them to you for future use. 

Fraternally yours, 
ARTHUR E. BOROUGHF, President. 
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NEWS NOTES 





WILLIAM C. PERDEW 
Iowa Alpha 








Iowa Wesleyan certainly has reason to be proud of her record in ora- 
tory. Not only is it an established fact that she stands first in the list of 
colleges that compose the Iowa Oratorical association but she is making 
good her boast of the state victory every other year. Wesleyan has won 
seven firsts in the fifteen contests which have been held since 1901. When 
we remember that there are twelve and sometimes sixteen colleges in the 
association, this is a record of which she may well boast. No other col- 
lege in the association has a record which challenges her supremacy in 
oratory. 

Last year, our orator, William C. Perdew, brought home our seventh 
victory and the class of 1920 is proud to boast a state winner. His oration, 
“The Pitfalls of Peace,’’ dealt with the problem of reconstruction, point- 
ing out the dangers of returning to the sordid ideals, making gold wealth 
the standard of character which prevailed in America before the war. Per- 
dew’s experience in the Freshman contest, his training as a reader for the 
Glee club, and his vocal work with the Conservatory of Music have done 
much toward making him the polished orator that he is. 

Not only did he take first place in the State contest, but May 23rd he 
brought home a victory remarkable for Wesleyan. On that day he won the 
Interstate Contest held at Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska. Only 
one other Iowa college has won this contest. Thus Perdew has attained the 
highest honor accorded an orator in the middle west. Needless to say, the 
students appreciated the importance of this victory and the ensuing cele- 
bration surpassed any previous in the history of lowa Wesleyan. 

Although chief honor is due to Perdew himself, we must not forget 
those who gave him his training, Mrs. George Beal, and Mrs. C. C. War- 
hurst of the department of oratory. Wesleyan’s consistent record in oratory 
proves that her success is not due to the possession of any one or two men 
of unusual ability. Wesleyan makes orators. We fully expect in the future 
to equal or surpass our record of the past. 
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PEARL CLIFFE SOMERVILLE, Ph. B., A. M 
Registrar, and Instructor in Literature 


(Illinois Wesleyan Argus, October 7, 1919) 


Professor Somerville was graduated from DePauw in 1901 with a 
Ph. B. degree and received his A. M. from the same university in 1902. He 
afterward attended the University of Chicago and took graduate work at 
Harvard. He has taught oratory in Mount Union college and was profes- 
sor of English at the Nebraska Wesleyan University. He came to Wesleyan 
in 1909 as instructor in Literature and Public Speaking and has been here 
since that. He is a member of the Illinois Schoolmaster’s club and is 
prominent in lodge circles in this city. Besides his class-room work he is 
also the Registrar of the university and is quite a busy man. Don’t become 
frightened at his bulk, for his heart is as big as his body, and you will do 
well to make him your friend. 


Professor Albert J. McColloch’s new address is 1111 East Michigan 
Ave., Albion, Michigan. Albion college has a chapter of Delta Sigma Rho, 
but we are sure that Michigan Alpha will welcome such a strong member 
of Pi Kappa Delta within the state to help it with the important missionary 
work which it has on foot. 


We are interested to learn that W. E. Utterback of South Dakota Beta 
has made Public Speaking his life work. He is now a member of the de- 
partment of Public Speaking at Cornell university, holding an assistant- 
ship and at the same time working for his Master's degree. 


Seibert Fairman of Kansas Gamma is now with the General Electric 
company at Lynn, Mass. 

The work of Highland Park college, Des Moines, Iowa, was so seri- 
ously crippled by the War that the institution was obliged to close its doors. 
The Des Moines college has purchased its plant and has taken over its 
records. 





Washburn college is planning to be represented at the Convention at 
Sioux City. If Kansas Beta cannot send a debate team, she will send an 
orator. Burton G. Wasser has been given charge of the arrangements. 


The following is an extract from a letter written by our National 
Treasurer, Roy Painter: ‘Since a quarter to eleven, October 6, in the 
evening, I am the proud father of Arthur Bruce, who starts off with a 
weight of 8 pounds stripped and who promises to make a good fullback. . . 
... In college his athletics shall be strongly mixed with forensics and shot 
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through here and there with strains of the solid studies. (The Forensic 
sends congratulations and best wishes. ) 

“When you send letters to local chapters, mention dues, the 5 per cent 
War tax instead of 3 per cent, the necessity for reporting new members at 
the first moment. I have lately received a $50 bonus from the jeweler, key 
No. 309 being the last key of the second hundred. At key No. 409 we 
should ask for and receive $50. I am sending out an order for key No. 
353 and have others to order at once.” 


Will not all the chapters urge members to order keys so that the Na- 
tional Treasurer may secure that second bonus? 


The Wisconsin Alpha chapter after the depression caused by the War 
has come very much alive. We may expect to see her one of the leaders 
from now on. 


William C. Perdew, member of the Iowa Alpha, and winner of the In- 
terstate Oratorical contest, is first pastor of the St. James church at 
Cedar Rapids. 

R. Karl Ellis will represent Iowa Wesleyan in the State Oratorical 
this year. 


The Girl’s Forensic league is planning to arrange an Oratorical contest 
with some Iowa college. 


Paul Sandmeyer, former member of the Iowa Alpha, is principal of 
the Marion schools this year. 


Arthur Ollivier, member lowa Alpha, is principal of the Gilmore 
city schools this year. 


Morningside college has a Women’s Oratorical association. Its mem- 
bers will enter the home oratorical contest of that institution which oc- 
curs on November 14th. Twenty men have signified their intention of en- 
tering this contest. 


This summer the National President on a western trip had the pleasure 
of visiting two chapters of Pi Kappa Delta. He spent June 23rd and 24th 
in Redlands, California, arriving there during commencement week. On 
the night of June 23rd he had a rare treat when he heard the students of 
the University of Redlands sing Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of Pen- 
zance.”’ The opera was given in excellent style. Seldom does one hear an 
amateur performance of such merit. Especially interesting was it to find 
that two leading roles, soprano and tenor, were taken by members of the 
California Alpha chapter. Although it was found impossible to call a meet- 
ing of the chapter, the President met every member in the course of the 
time he spent in Redlands. He also had a most satisfactory conference 
with the National Vice-president, Professor E. R. Nichols, whose hospitality 
he greatly enjoyed. 

On his return trip he stopped over at Greeley, Colorado, where he was 
delighted to find the State Teachers’ college still in session and ten mem- 
bers of the Colorado Beta chapter attending it. A most attractive dinner 
was served in his honor in the beautiful club house of the college and 
several speeches were made. This chapter is making active preparations 
to send a delegation to the Sioux City convention next spring. With the 
enthusiasm possessed by this group it is a certainty that their efforts will 

be crowned with success. 
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Wesleyan is proud to have gained the assistance of one so widely ex- 
perienced as Professor Arthur D. Jacobsen. He is at the head of the So- 
cial Science department, and later in the year he will take his full duty as 
Debate Coach. Having received his A. B. degree at the University of Red- 
lands, California, and his A. M. degree at Harvard university, along with 
graduate work at Leland Stanford Junior university, and the University of 
Southern California, he has the wide experience necessary for a successful 
debate coach. 

While at the University of Redlands he debated on teams against 
Occidental college, Pomona college. Whittier college, the University of Sou- 
thern California, University of New Mexico, and Southern college (of Kan- 
sas), which gives him the practical experience as well as the technical train- 
ing at the various colleges. He also has administrative and executive abil- 
ity for he was manager of the Southern Intercollegiate Oratorical associa- 
tion, and manager of the Southern California Inter Peace Oratorical asso- 
ciation. 

Professor Jacobsen hus been very active in furthering the ideals and 
work of Pi Kappa Delta. He was a charter member, and the President of 
the California Alpha chapter, as well as the chapter delegate to the first 
National Convention of Pi Kappa Delta held in Topeka, Kansas, in 1916. 
He was later distinguished as being the first Pi Kappa Delta admitted to 
Delta Sigma Rho, under the affiliate agreement. 

Wesleyan is not only proud to have this widely experienced scholar 
with us, but we are going to give him the proper cooperation that he may 
attain some higher position. 


EXCHANGES 
(Southwestern Collegian, October 28, 1919) 


On Saturday afternoon, representatives from ten of the Kansas col- 
leges met at Emporia to discuss plans for a state intercollegiate debating 
league. The schools represented were: Friends, Fairmount, Southwestern, 
College of Emporia, Emporia Normal, Cooper, Kansas Wesleyan, Baker, 
Bethany and Bethel. Prof. Phillips was Southwestern’s representative. 

The meeting resulted in the drafting of a constitution for the league. 
The constitution provides that the league shall be known as the Kansas In- 
tercollegiate Debating League It becomes effective only if ratified by 
November the tenth. Further provision is made for the division of the 
tate into two divisions, a northern and a southern for the purpose of eli- 
mination. Provided the constitution is ratified by a sufficient number of 
schools, and the league becomes effective, the first of the contests in the 
divisions will be held on the second Friday in February of each year. Three 
weeks later, the winners in these preliminary contests will meet for the 
final divisional debates. The final debate, which will decide state honors, 
will be held three weeks later after the final divisional contest. In each of 
these debates each school will furnish both an affirmative and a negative 
team 

The official body of the league is an executive committee composed of 
a general secretary and two divisional secretaries. Prof. Harbison of Fair- 
mount was chosen as general secretary. Beese of Friends, is the secretary 
of the southern division. 

Each year the league will use only one question for debate. This 
question will be chosen by preferential vote of the colleges in the league, 
each college submitting questions for general consideration. Unless it 
proves unsatisfactory, each team will be composed of two men. 

The formation of the debating league is an advance step in the estab- 
lishing of closer relationship among Kansas colleges. In years past, each 
college has prepared its own debating contracts, and has not been united 
except by temporary agreement, with the other schools of Kansas. Under 
the present plan, every school in the state will be assured of an opportun- 
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ity to contest in debates, the winning of which will award her the debate 
championship of Kansas. Present indications point toward an early ac- 
ceptance of the constitution by practically every school in the state. 





The many Southwestern friends of Professor A. J. McCulloch will be 
intere ted in hearing that he is getting on famously in his new position. He 
writes from Albion, Michigan, where he is employed as head of the Politi- 
cal Science department, that he is enjoying his work very much. However, 
he says that Southwestern still seems like home, and sends greetings and 
best wishes to all Southwesterners. 

Professor McCulloch has been for the past fourteen years head of the 
History and Political Science department in Southwestern. During that 
time he was also coach of debate. In that position he holds a record 
of training debate teams which have never been defeated in a series of 
debates, during the past fourteen years. Under the coaching of Professor 
McCulloch, Southwestern debaters have lost only seven intercollegiate de- 
bates. All Southwestern joins in wishing Professor McCulloch success in 
his new position. 


(Huron Alphomega) 

The outlook for the coming year in forensics is the best that it has 
veen in years, and there is no reason why Huron can’t walk off with the 
honors this year. Quite a number of the old men are back and a good 
number of new men who have had experience in high school have 
joined our ranks. 

Among the old men that are back are: Sweet, J. G. Bloomendaal, D. 
C. Bloomendaal, Meigs, Voigt, Hoiman, Bullock, and Hager; all of whom 
have hid experience on both interclass and intercollegiate debates. Some 
of the new men with high school experience are: Cole, Smith, Notestein and 
a number of others who with a little training will make valuable men. 
Amoceng the girls the outlook has never been better than it is this year for 
two strong teams. And there is plenty of good material in the academy to 
expe°t them to put up a splendid contest. 

Work has begun on the Freshman-Sophomore debate. This event is 
com‘ng to assume more and more importance each year and this year keen 
competition is expected. The tryouts for places on the team will be held 
on the 15th of October and the finals will come off the 30th. 

These debates will be followed by a very full year in the public speak- 
ing department. 

The lists of events include the Kent Oratorical contest, the Smith Ex- 
temporaneous speaking contest, the Thomas Maynard Declamatory con- 
test, the State Debates, and the Deland Oratorical contest. 


(Kansas State Collegian, September 26, 1919) 

Prospects are fine for some winning debate teams this year, according 
to Prof. O. H. Burns, new debate coach. More than forty students have al- 
ready been chosen for the debate squads this year. 

The Ames dual debate, which is the main contest of the season, is 
scheduled for this fall. The question submitted is: Resolved that ‘‘The 
United States “overnment should Control the Packing Industry.” This 
question has not been definitely decided upon and may be altered. Profes- 
sor Burns is corresponding with Ames in trying to get this debate post- 
poned until next spring. If it is postponed until that time it will be pos- 
sible for the team which goes from here to Ames to stop on the way back 
at the national convention of the Pi Kappa Delta, honorary debating 
fraternity. This convention is to be held at Sioux City, Iowa, March 30, 31, 
and April 1. 

The question and debate for the girls’ triangular debate with Ottawa 
and Washburn have not yet been decided... Both will be announced later. 
There will be six girls on these teams. Many good debaters are trying for 
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places on the squad and it promises to be one of the best debates of the 
season. 

Professor Burns has had a wide experience in debate and public speak- 
ing which makes him well fitted for the position of debate coach at K. S. 
A.C. While a student at Kansas university in 1914-16 he took part in in- 
ter-collegiate debates with Oklahoma university, Nebraska university and 
Missouri university. In 1917 Professor Burns was instructor in public 
speaking at K. U. and in 1918 he came to K. S. A. C. as head of the public 
speaking department here. 

He will have full charge of the debates this year and will coach the de- 
baters on thought, composition and delivery. Formerly some member of 
the English department has coached the debaters on thought and com- 
position and the public speaking department on delivery. It is believed 
that the new arrangement will prove much more satisfactory and efficient. 

“With this new arrangement and with the proper amount of coopera- 
tion of the debaters and those interested in debate, K. S. A. C. can do some 
big things in debate this year,’’ says Professor Burns. 

Most of the debaters who were on the teams last year and several men 
who were in former intercollegiate debates are back this year. 





(Kansas State Collegian, October 17, 1919) 


The friends of Assistant Professor Elizabeth Maclean of the depart- 
ment of English were greatly shocked to hear of her death yesterday, after 
a brief illness at the Charlotte Swift hospital. Last winter, after the death 
of Professor Don L. Burk, she became coach and finished the year’s 
work most successfully. 


Washington university at St. Louis has requested a debate with the Ag- 
gies this year and it is being considered by the debate council. Washing- 
ton university is a strong school and if debating relations are established 
with them some good debates will surely be the result. A proposal is also 
being considered by the debate council of entering a debating league of 
Kansas colleges which is being formed among the colleges of Kansas. 


(Kansas State Collegian, October 31, 1919) 

The Forum society is an organization of debaters which was started 
here in 1912 by Prof. J. W. Searson, of the English department. To qualify 
for membership to this organization a student must have obtained at least 
one semester’s credit for work on the squad. The purpose of the Forum is 
to advance the interest of debate wherever possible and to give its members 
further training in public speaking. 

The Pi Kappa Delta honorary debating fraternity is composed of men 
who have distinguished themselves in intercollegiate contests. The Zeta 
Kappa Psi is a similar society of girls. These two organizations do consid- 
erable work for all forensic activities. 

The eight literary societies of the college, composed of nearly five hun- 
dred students, help finance and create an interest in the debates. They are 
planning this year to have some combined meetings at which plans will be 
made for getting the whole student body behind the debaters. 


(Decatur Review) 


Both of Millikin university’s debating teams failed to get a favorable 
decision in their contests in the triangular debate between Millikin, Eureka, 
and Wesleyan Friday night. Eureka won two debates and Wesleyan won 
one. 

The question under debate was that the adoption of universal free 
trade was justified under present conditions and the affirmative team of 
Millikin was defeated at the home auditorium by the Eureka team by the 
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unanimous decision of the judges. At Eureka the blue and white team al- 
so lost by a vote of two to one. 

In the affirmative team which debated at Millikin auditorium were 
William Hayes, Miss Evelyn Cole and Donald Gibbs. They were opposed 
by a strong negative team from Wesleyan consisting of A. F. Gilman, Miss 
Mary Gooch and Harry Evans. 

A. F. Gilman of the Wesleyan team was undoubtedly the best on the 
platform at Decatur and his fluent delivery with his clear cut arguments 
both in his principal address and in rebuttal stamp him as a young man of 
unusual ability. 

At Eureka Milliken was represented by the negative team consisting of 
Hubert Robertson, John Mann and Charles Mills. Prof. Emmett E. Roberts 
of the public speaking department of Millikin accompanied the team on its 
trip. 

Eureka also won at Bloomington from the affirmative Wesleyan team. 


(Morningside Collegian Reporter, October 17, 1919) 

The society Gold Medal series of debates are now under way. As soon 
as the rushing season was over the debate committees of all three societies 
announced that their respective organizations were ready to get down to 
work. This announcement has been augmented by the sight of about a 
dozen woe-begone looking underclassmen frantically scouring our library 
in search of “Fiume,” “Shantung,’’ ‘‘Compulsory Arbitration,” ‘‘League of 
Nations,’’ and other ‘‘war horses’’ which recall fond memories. 

The Gold Medal debates in each society are held on an elimination 
basis—just as a tennis or basketball tournament is conducted. Practically 
every man in society and that means practically every man in school is 
‘‘in’’ on the series some time during the winter. 

A survey of student sentiment discloses that the students cannot 
escape the conclusion that these debates are doing more to develop debaters 
and orators than any other school agency. In the years gone by all inter- 
collegiate debaters have been chosen from the society teams, who were in 
turn chosen from the winners of these various Gold Medal Series. The in- 
tersociety question was the same as the intercollegiate, and thus those 
chosen to represent the school were not only experienced debaters but 
veterans as concerned the subject under debate. No one can dispute the 
fact that such a system has built for us an enviable reputation in forensics. 

This program is known to be under fire somewhat this year because it 
lim‘ts participation to society, but one fact in this connection is often 
ignored, namely, that (as Professor Marsh has explicitly stated all the 
time) any man not represented in the societies is eligible to compete by 
demonstrating that he has an amount of work equivalent to those on the 
society teams, and by demonstrating to Professor Marsh that he has equal 
tlatform ability. Every man in Morningside should have a fair chance to 
represent our school; but certainly any of the numerous “‘reforms”’ that are 
in the air should be made to pass the acid test as to whether or not they 
strengthen or weaken the platform ability of Morningside’s representatives. 

Plans for intercollegiate debate are progressing under a full head of 
steam. Three debates are practically certain to occur. When it is permis- 
sible to announce the schedule every true booster for Morningside will 
have cause to rejoice for it is certainly “big league’’ competition. 











































